DONEGAL EVICTIONS, &e. 




RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 3 May 1861 ;—for, 



COPIES “ of any Correspondence that has taken place between J. G. Adair, 
Esquire, and the Irish Government, on the subject of Extra Police in 
the County of Donegal, and of certain Evictions that have taken place 
in that County 

« And, Return of the Outrages specially reported by the Constabulary as 
committed within the Barony of Kilmacrenan, in the County of Donegal, 



during the last Ten Years.” 



COPIES of Correspondence that has taken place between J. G. Adair, 
Esquire, and the Irish Government, on the subject of Extra Police in the 
County of Donegal, and of certain Evictions that have taken place in 
that County. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 2 February 1801. 

I am ’ directed by the Lord Lieutenant to transmit herewith copy of police 
report, which lias been received through the Inspector General of the^ Consta- 
bulary, relative to affording protection to your herd ; also copy of the Constabu- 
lary Code, containing the conditions on which police protection is supplied 
in private houses ; and I am desired to state that his Excellency apprehends 
there must be some mistake in the case, and that it will be necessary that the 
men be accommodated in conformity with the regulations, and 1 s. per night paid 
for each man, so long as you wish the post to be retained. 

I am, &c. 

John Geo. Adair, Esq., j. p. (signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 

Glenveagb, Letterkenny. 



1081. Conditions. — When persons receive such protection, they will be 
required to provide the men with longing, bedding, and fuel ; and to pay for 
each man a sum not exceeding Is. per night, unless otherwise directed by 
Government. Men employed on this duty will be. subject to the officer ol the 
district in which they are placed, and to all the regulations of the force. 



County of Donegal. 

Letterkenny, 24 January 1861. 

Ik reference to tile 91,908—10,829, 29th November 1860, I beg to state that I have 
made inquiry, and have reason to apprehend that Dugald Rankin’s (Mr. Adair s herd at 
Glenveagh) life would be in danger should the protection of the police be withdrawn 
from him. . . „ T i 

I beg to annex a copy of an information sworn by Rankin on 30th ultimo, beiore John 
Stewart, esq., justice of the peace, at Gartan, by which it appears he lias reason to appre- 
hend that violence would be used towards him if he had not the protection of the police. 

I have only to add, that the party stationed at Mr. Adair’s. cottage are constantly com- 
plainino- of having no firing, and informed me that Mr. Adair told them that he would 
supply them with none, which, I think, is the very least he should do, as they are pro- 
tecting his servants and property, and for which he pays nothing. 

(signed) John Corr, 

J. Macmahon, Esq. 2d Sub-Inspector of Constabulary. 



A 



County 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



PAPERS RELATING TO 



County op Donegal. 

(A. 91,908—10,899—29/11/60.) 

T ofo+„ . l . t 1 A r ■ Glenveagh Cottage, 24 December 1860. 

I BEG to state, that I and three sub-constables have been sent here for the protection of 
Mr. Adairs propei ty and servants ; since we came here we have endured great hardship 
cutting timber for fueb as we are allowed none. I spoke to Mr. Adair on the 20th 
instant, to provide us with fuel and light, which he declined to give us. He has alte 
refused to allow u, to cut timber; it is therefore impossible for us to do without Ire 
having to patrol mountains during the day, and return at night to a damp cold house with 
our clothing wet, ourselves fatigued from cold and want of fed, having no tire to cook olr 
victuals, or dry our clothing; under these circumstances, I hope the county inspected 

Co^e/orlm^our^grievances r^’essed!^ 1 to Section ^ of the 

John Corr, Esq., Sub-Inspector. (Slgned) James M ‘cZkhle. 



Submitted. 



J. Macmahon, Esq. 



26 December 1860. 

(signed) John Corr. 



E f n r p to the sub-inspector for report, with 
event of the party being withdrawn from Glenveagh Lodge, do you consider Dugald Rankin 
Mr. Adair’s present manager, would be m danger ? ' uugaja Jiani£m ’ 

Sub-Inspector Corr. (sIgned) J ‘ 

'-'•met Inspector. 



Information. 

Petty Sessions, District of Church-hill, County of Donegal. 

The information of Dugald Rankin, of Glenveagh, who saith on b ’,« natL i 
shepherd to John a Adair, esq., at Glenveagh, 

found mSderll £"£ ™ 

T fald co^ty me tW8 31S ‘ D “ y ° f December 186 °. *» Loughveigh, in the 
(signed) John Stewart, j. p. 



gj r oellegrove, Ballybrittas, 

„ J 0UR ““““icatidn of the 2d instant has been forXdXo mhm to- 
mation ^° nstabul ary Reports. In reply, I beg to state for the infor- 

S GlenveLh Tof A T’ tha fr ? m brst 1 h Gve directed the men stationed 
at Glenveagh Lodge to be supplied with the same fuel as my own servants I 
an get no better within eight miles. I have not prevented tii™utt ng tood 
as may be seen from the great number of trees cut 

Rev Mr m, M r -° f . my ffi stewaTt ! , has , followed by a series of outrages. The 
warts of f„„T °^ Ce8 ’ r* T 1,0m 1 was a S ttest - were ba ™d down; up- 
much as I am t m l E - eep J’T bem toahciously made away with; and inas- 
Xh ,h™ • n f e J eotmellts sa ™d on the inhabitants of the district in 

SrXXXX 6 b “ n C T mItted - 1 have the “lest oonviction that still 
Tu c ™ es . wl] I be perpetrated if not guarded against. 

before vou S Vnm Dllgald , ^ ailk,n . m y shepherd, a Crown witness, yon have 
oelore you. I am prepared to make a similar one from my own information. ■ 

Under 
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Under these circumstances, I think I am entitled to demand from the Govern- 
ment protection for the lives of my servants and my property. 

I refuse to pay for the police required for this duty. I leave to the Govern- 
ment the responsibility of withdrawing that protection ; with this distinct decla- 
ration, that I am prepared to make oath that I believe that over a district of 90 
square miles, my property, neither I, nor any servant of mine, could stand unarmed 
without the certainty of injury, and no property unguarded without the certainty 
of destruction, and that this is the general opinion of those best informed in the 
district. 

This state of things has not been brought about by any act of mine, no tenant 
having been ever evicted by me, no mountain commonage taken from the people. 
I desire to add that in the steps I am now taking I shall be a large pecuniary 
loser, fully 200 l. per -annum, for several years, as the lands from which these 
people are evicted must remain waste. 

That in the increased number and wages of my servants, consequent on this 
state of things, I am a loser to an equal extent. 

That those crimes have prevented me letting my mountain property, for 
which, to a large extent, parties were actually in treaty. 

And I am compelled to pay income tax for this ! The course I have taken is 
dictated solely by a sense of duty. I incur personal risk, pecuniary loss, and 
popular odium. 

I must leave it to the Government and the public to consider whether this 
state of things is creditable, and whether I am to be compelled to go back to the 
first stage of society to defend my own property and life by my own armed 
retainers. 

I have, &c. 

The Under Secretary, (signed) John G. Adair. 

the Castle. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 12 February 1861. 

Having laid before the Lord Lieutenant your letter of the 8 th instant, re- 
lating to the protection to your herd, I am directed to observe, that while his 
Excellency does not question your perfect right to dispose of your property and 
the tenants which occupy it, in such way as you may be authorised by law to 
do, his Excellency, nevertheless, feels it his duty to call your attention to the 
very serious responsibility which attaches to so extensive an operation as you 
appear to contemplate by the simultaneous eviction of 50 families from their 
holdings, and to the results which may arise from its being carried into 
effect. 

In regard to the police protection party now in your lodge at Glenveagh for 
the safety of Dugald Rankin, the herd, I am directed to state that as a Crown 
witness, his Excellency is prepared to direct his support in the nearest consta- 
bulary barrack; and that as it is for your own service alone that he remains in 
the Lodge, his Excellency trusts that you will feel that there is no ground for 
exempting you from the payment of the established quota of the expense. t 

I am, &c. 

John G. Adair, Esq., fsigued) Thomas A. Larcom. 

Bellegrove, Ballybrittas. 



Bellegrove, Ballybrittas, 

Sir, 16 February 1861. 

I am in receipt of yours, 12 th instant, and beg to state for the information of 
his Excellency, that I was informed and understood, the police were placed at 
Glenveagh, in consequence of the murder of my manager, the destruction of 
my sheep, and the attempt to burn out myself, for the protection of the remain- 
ing servants and property, under the circumstances a duty, as it seems to me, of 
Government. 

Dugald Rankin, my herd, can perhaps be seduced or compelled to leave his 
duties and my service, and to remain at the nearest police station five and a half 
miles away, but whether this course would be creditable or expedient, it is for 
you to consider. 

274 . a 2 Should 
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Should Government fail in their duty to protect my property and the lives of 
my servants, warned as they are, I must only take all the steps in my power to 
do so, but I must decline to pay Government for that duty, and I leave to them 
the responsibility of withdrawing a legitimate protection. 

I beg you will convey to his Excellency that it is with the deepest pain and 
regret I have most reluctantly come to the resolution to evict the people of 
Derry veagh ; a resolution which I some time ago communicated to you. 

It is one involving great risk, suffering, odium and loss, and which I would 
most gladly relinquish could I have any guarantee or hope from Government or 
the legitimate authorities for the protection of my life, my servants or my pro- 
perty ; but I must recall to his Excellency’s memory that in addition to the 
crimes above enumerated, a previous proprietor of my estate (Mr. Marshall) was 
a lew years ago murdered ; that I was myself attacked by .an armed party on the 
very spot where my manager was murdered ; that upwards of 600 of my sheep 
have been destroyed ; and that in not one single instance have the perpetrators 
been brought to justice, or their guilty intentions frustrated by the action of 
Government. J 

I have not evicted a tenant, I have taken no mountain commonao-e from the 
people, and I have not heard one single complaint against me as a landlord 
1 cannot suppose that his Excellency would advise that I should subject 
myself, my servants or my property, to a repetition of these crimes by leaving 
things as they are. He would surely not suggest that I should abandon my pro- 
perty to these people. J 1 

Law establishes the principle, in cases of malicious injury to property, that the 
district be made responsible ; does the addition of murder do away with the 
responsibility ? J 

■ I r fq ues t you will assure his Excellency that I would with heartfelt pleasure 
abandon my intention of evicting these people could the Government suggest 
to me any other means of safety for myself or my servants, or could they assure 
me of that protection which I believe it is their first duty to afford, and which 
mtherto they have so entirely failed in doing, failed with such sad consequences 
But in the absence of this, I cannot hesitate to do, at any risk and cost what 
their failure and the state of the country makes my duty to myself and to 
society. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John G. Adair. 



„ ? ir \ , . Dublin Castle, 18 February 1861. 

Referring to your letter of the 16th instant, relating to the protection reqnired 
tor your servants anil property at Glenveagh, I am directed bv the Lord Lieute- 
nant to acquaint you that your communication has been 'forwarded to Mr 
Dillon E.M., with instructions that it may be laid before the magistrates at 
Church-hill, requesting their consideration of the number of men the state of the 
district may require for its protection, and the district on which they recommend 
that the charge should be levied. 



John G. Adair, Esq., 
Bellegrove, Bally brittas. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Thomas A. Larcom. 
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County of Donegal — Barony of Kilmacrenan. 



RETURN of the Number of Outrages in each of the last Ten Years, commencing 
1st January 1851. 



YEAR. 


Number 

of 

Outrages 

Specially 

Reported. 


YEAR. 


Number 

of 

Outrages 

specially 

Reported. 


Year commencing 1 January - 1851 


45 


Year commencing 1 January 1858 


35 


„ » 1852 


33 


a „ 1859 


26 


„ „ 1853 


27 


a a 1860 


43 


„ n 1854 

„ „ 1855 


34 

38 


Period comencing l January, and"! 
terminating 30 April - - 1861 J 


24 


„ „ 1850 

,i „ 1857 


33 

50 


Total Number of Outrages'! 
reported from 1 January l 
1861 to 30 April 1861 -J 


388 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, Inspectra ™o "cmstabulary. 
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COPIES of Correspondence between J. 




